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judge of their policy and their administration from the
actions of individuals, which were probably more regretted
by the members of the Government than by any others.
The disturbed condition of Korea is easily explained, and is
not unlike that of Burma, for some time after it was annexed
by Britain, and was brought about by the same causes,
namely, a feeling of offended patriotism on the part of some
of the people, and a desire for plunder on the part of others,
combined, no doubt, with the want of experience of those in
charge of the administration of the country.

The status of China during the war with Russia was
peculiar. Had no part of her territory been made the scene
of hostilities she would at least theoretically
Korea during have been neutral. Russia held a lease of the
Kwantung district, including Port Arthur and
Dalny, and, although she possessed railways in
Manchuria, the titular sovereignty and legal ownership be-
longed to the Chinese Government. Nevertheless, so long
as Russia's military forces occupied Manchuria, she assumed
the r61e of de facto sovereignty, and was liable to attack
there by her foe. International negotiations took place, with
the result that China formally announced her neutrality on
February 13, 1904, but observed that, "in Manchuria, how-
ever, there are localities still in occupation by Foreign Powers,
where the enforcement of such rules of neutrality, it is feared,
will be impossible." Japan, on February 13 and 17, gave
assurances to the United States and China respectively that
she would " respect the neutrality of China so long as it is
respected by Russia," excepting the region occupied by
Russia. On February 19 Russia accepted the American
proposal, subject to the reservation that " neutralisation in
no case can be extended to Manchuria, the territory of
which by the force of events will serve as the field of military
operations." We need not enter into the details of the
arrangements which further limited the war - zone. The
question was sometimes asked why China did not unite with
Japan in repelling Russia. Probably she was quite willing